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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. The amendment filed on 9/04/2003 has been entered. Claims 1-12 have been canceled. 
Claims 13-45 have been newly added. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 13, 15-18, 21-23, 24, 26-29, 32-34, 35, 37-40, 43-46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Strasnick et al. U.S. Pat. No. 5,861,885 (hereafter 
Strasnick). 

3. Claim 13: 

Strasnick teaches a system for display graphical information related to a supply chain 
(See the abstract; figure 13; column 6), comprising: 

A database operable to store data associated with the supply chain (column 7); and 

A graphical user interface (GUI) coupled to the database and operable to (e.g., column 7 

and 8): 
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Display a graph comprising a plurality of axes (e.g., figures 1-7; column 1), a first axis 
being associated with a first dimension of the supply chain data, the first dimension for the first 
axis being associated with a first predetermined hierarchical arrangement of supply chain data 
for the first dimension (e.g., column 6 and 7) comprising: 

A plurality of levels each comprising one or more members (column 7); and 

A parent member in a first level (column 7) being related to one or more child members 
in a second level through a predetermined hierarchical relationship such that supply chain data 
for the parent member in the first level represents an aggregation of supply chain data for the one 
or more related child members in the second level and such that supply chain data for the one or 
more related child members in the second level represents a disaggregation of supply chain data 
for the parent member in the first level (column 7 and 8); 

In response to selection of the first level for display of supply chain data with respect to 
the first axis (column 8), display on the graph a graphical representation of supply chain data for 
the one or more members in the first level (column 8), at least one member in the first elvel being 
the parent member having the one or more related child members in the second level and 
representing an aggregation of supply chain data for the one or more related child members 
(column 7 and 8); and 

In response to selection of the second level for display of supply chain data with respect 
to the first axis (column 8), display on the graph a graphical representation of supply chain data 
for the one or more members in the second level, one or more members in the second level being 
the one or more related child members of the parent member in the first level and representing a 
disaggreagation of supply chain data for the parent member (column 7 and 8). 
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Claim 15: 

The claim 15 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of the first dimension comprising a seller dimension associated 
with a seller hierarchy; each of a plurality of members in the first level of the seller hierarchy 
representing all sellers within a corresponding geographic region; and each of a plurality of 
members in the second level of the seller hierarchy representing all sellers within a 
corresponding sub-region of a region represented by a member in the first level 

However, Strasnick further discloses the claimed limitation of the first dimension 
comprising a seller dimension associated with a seller hierarchy (column 6-8); each of a plurality 
of members in the first level of the seller hierarchy representing all sellers within a 
corresponding geographic region (column 7); and each of a plurality of members in the second 
level of the seller hierarchy representing all sellers within a corresponding sub-region of a region 
represented by a member in the first level (column 8). 

Claim 16: 

The claim 16 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of the first dimension comprising a product dimension associated 
with a product hierarchy; each of a plurality of members in the first level of the product 
hierarchy representing all products associated with a corresponding product category; and each 
of a plurality of members in the second level of the product hierarchy representing all products 
associated with a corresponding sub-category of a product category represented by a member in 
the first level. 
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However, Strasnick further discloses the claimed limitation of the first dimension 
comprising a product dimension associated with a product hierarchy; each of a plurality of 
members in the first level of the product hierarchy representing all products associated with a 
corresponding product category; and each of a plurality of members in the second level of the 
product hierarchy representing all products associated with a corresponding sub-category of a 
product category represented by a member in the first level (column 22), 

Claim 17: 

The claim 17 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of the first dimension comprising a time dimension associated with 
a time hierarchy; each of a plurality of members in the first level of the time hierarchy 
representing all times with a corresponding time period; and each of a plurality of members in 
the second level of the time hierarchy representing all times within a corresponding sub-period of 
a time period represented by a member in the first level. 

However, Strasnick further discloses the claimed limitation of the first dimension 
comprising a time dimension associated with a time hierarchy; each of a plurality of members in 
the first level of the time hierarchy representing all times with a corresponding time period; and 
each of a plurality of members in the second level of the time hierarchy representing all times 
within a corresponding sub-period of a time period represented by a member in the first level 
(column 22). 

Claim 18: 

The claim 18 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of the GUI operable to, in response to selection of a particular 
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member of the first level for display of supply chain data with respect to the first axis, display on 
the graph a graphical representation of supply chain data for the selected particular member. 

However, Strasnick further discloses the claimed limitation of the GUI operable to, in 
response to selection of a particular member of the first level for display of supply chain data 
with respect to the first axis, display on the graph a graphical representation of supply chain data 
for the selected particular member (column 8 and 10). 

Claim 21: 

The claim 21 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of "receiving a filter selection specifying a particular member 
within a level for which a graphical representation of supply chain data for the particular member 
is not to be displayed on the graph; and in response to receiving the filter selection and selection 
of a level for display of supply chain data with respect to the first axis, display on the graph a 
graphical representation of supply chain data for each member in the selected level other than the 
particular member specified in the filter selection." 

However, Strasnick further discloses the claim limitation of receiving a filter selection 
specifying a particular member within a level for which a graphical representation of supply 
chain data for the particular member is not to be displayed on the graph; and in response to 
receiving the filter selection and selection of a level for display of supply chain data with respect 
to the first axis, display on the graph a graphical representation of supply chain data for each 
member in the selected level other than the particular member specified in the filter selection 
(column 8 and 20). 

Claim 22: 
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The claim 22 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 21 except 
additional claimed limitation of "displaying a window indicating the particular member specified 
in the filter selection, and in response to selection the particular member displayed in the 
window, display on the first axis of the graph a graphical representation of supply chain data for 
the particular member in addition to the graphical representation of supply chain data for the 
other members in the level of the particular member." 

However, Strasnick further discloses the claim limitation of displaying a window 
indicating the particular member specified in the filter selection, and in response to selection the 
particular member displayed in the window, display on the first axis of the graph a graphical 
representation of supply chain data for the particular member in addition to the graphical 
representation of supply chain data for the other members in the level of the particular member 
(column 8 and 20). 

Claim 23: 

The claim 23 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of the graph comprising three axes, each axis associated with a 
dimension of the supply chain, each dimension of supply chain data being associated with a 
predetermined hierarchical arrangement of supply chain data for the dimension. 

However, Strasnick further discloses the claimed limitation of the graph comprising three 
axes, each axis associated with a dimension of the supply chain, each dimension of supply chain 
data being associated with a predetermined hierarchical arrangement of supply chain data for the 
dimension (e.g., figure 1; column 1 and 3). 
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4. Claim 24: 

The claim 24 is a re-phrasing of the claim 13 in a method form. The claim 13 is subject to 
the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 13. 
Claims 26-29: 

The claims 26-29 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claims 15- 

18. 

Claim 32-34: 

The claims 32-34 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claims 21- 

23. 

5. Claim 35: 

The claim 35 is subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 13. 
Claims 37-40: 

The claims 37-40 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claims 15- 

18. 

Claims 43-45: 

The claims 43-45 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claims 21- 

23. 



Claim 46: 
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The claim 46 is subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the claim 23. 



Claim Rejections - 35 XJSC §103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 14, 19-20, 25, 30-31, 36, 41-42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Strasnick U.S. Patent No. 5,861,885 (hereinafter Strasnick). 

Claim 14: 

The claim 14 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 13 except 
additional claimed limitation of "a second axis of the graph being associated with a second 
dimension of the supply chain data". 

However, Strasnick further discloses the layout of the cell hierarchy in a tree structure 
wherein horizontal dimension to enable more visible objects to appear on the display 
simultaneously together and the vertical or Y dimension of the displayed data objects may be 
compressed as well. Strasnick therefore suggests a second axis for displaying the hierarchical 
levels of information associated with a second dimension of the supply chain data similar to the 
first axis for displaying the hierarchical levels of information associated with a first dimension of 
the supply chain data (column 16). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the 
second axis of the graph being associated with a second dimension of the supply chain data into 
the Strasnick's invention to provide multidimensional manipulation of hierarchical levels of the 
supply chain data. 

Claim 19: 

The claim 19 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 18 except 
additional claimed limitation of "the GUI operable to display on the graph only the graphical 
representation of the supply chain data for the selected particular member". 

However, Strasnick further discloses the layout of the cell hierarchy in a tree structure 
wherein horizontal dimension to enable more visible objects to appear on the display 
simultaneously together and displayed objects being displayed in altered or shrunken perspective 
(column 16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the 
"display on the graph only" into the Strasnick's invention to provide a different form of 
navigator viewing of the hierarchical level of the supply chain data. 

Claim 20: 

The claim 20 encompasses the same scope of invention as that of claim 18 except 
additional claimed limitation of "the GUI operable to display on the graph only the graphical 
representation of the supply chain data for the parent member of each non-selected member of 
the first level." 
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However, Strasnick further discloses the layout of the cell hierarchy in a tree structure 
wherein horizontal dimension to enable more visible objects to appear on the display 
simultaneously together using different perspective (column 16). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated the 
"display on the graph the graphical representation of the supply chain data for the parent 
member" into the Strasnick' s invention to provide a different form of navigator viewing of the 
hierarchical level of the supply chain data. 

Claims 25, 30-31: 

The claims 25 and 30-3 1 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the 
claims 14 and 19-20. 

Claims 36, 41-42: 

The claims 36 and 41-42 are subject to the same rationale of rejection set forth in the 
claims 14 and 19-20. 

Remarks 

9. Applicant's arguments, filed 09/04/2003, paper number 12, have been fully considered 
but they are not deemed to be persuasive. 

10. Applicant argues in essence with respect to the new claim 13 and similar claims that: 
"In contrast, new independent Claim 13 recites. . . As the above discussion makes clear, 
Davies fails to disclose, teach, or suggest these limitations. Accordingly, Applicants 
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respectfully request consideration and allowance of new independent Claim 13, together 
with all claims that depend from independent Claim 13 " 

This is not found persuasive because Strasnick teaches a system for display graphical 
information related to a supply chain (See the abstract; figure 13; column 6), comprising: 
A database operable to store data associated with the supply chain (column 7); and 
A graphical user interface (GUI) coupled to the database and operable to (e.g., column 7 
and 8): 

Display a graph comprising a plurality of axes (e.g., figures 1-7; column 1), a first axis 
being associated with a first dimension of the supply chain data, the first dimension for 
the first axis being associated with a first predetermined hierarchical arrangement of 
supply chain data for the first dimension (e.g., column 6 and 7) comprising: 
A plurality of levels each comprising one or more members (column 7); and 
A parent member in a first level (column 7) being related to one or more child members 
in a second level through a predetermined hierarchical relationship such that supply chain 
data for the parent member in the first level represents an aggregation of supply chain 
data for the one or more related child members in the second level and such that supply 
chain data for the one or more related child members in the second level represents a 
disaggregation of supply chain data for the parent member in the first level (column 7 and 

8); 

In response to selection of the first level for display of supply chain data with respect to 
the first axis (column 8), display on the graph a graphical representation of supply chain 
data for the one or more members in the first level (column 8), at least one member in the 
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first elvel being the parent member having the one or more related child members in the 
second level and representing an aggregation of supply chain data for the one or more 
related child members (column 7 and 8); and 

In response to selection of the second level for display of supply chain data with respect 
to the first axis (column 8), display on the graph a graphical representation of supply 
chain data for the one or more members in the second level, one or more members in the 
second level being the one or more related child members of the parent member in the 
first level and representing a disaggreagation of supply chain data for the parent member 
(column 7 and 8). 
Therefore, Strasnick fulfills the new claim 13 as currently drafted. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jin-Cheng Wang whose telephone number is (703) 605-1213. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mike Razavi can be reached on (703) 305-4713. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-6606 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-6606 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 395-3900. 



jew 

December 9, 2003 



